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and  had prepared  the way for the quickly fo
recognition of the similar continuity of man's meri
evolution with that of the animal world.

Hence the workers in each of the social sciences,
approaching their social problems in the absence of any
established body of psychological truth and being com-
pelled to make certain assumptions about the mind,
made them ad hoc ; and in this way they provided the
indispensable minimum of psychological doctrine re-
quired by each of them. Many of these assumptions
contained sufficient truth to give them a certain plausi-
bility ; but they were usually of such a sweeping char-
acter as to leave no room for, and to disguise the need for,
more accurate and detailed psychological analysis. And
not only were these assumptions made by those who had
not prepared themselves for the task by long years of
study of the mind in all its many aspects and by the
many possible avenues of approach, but they were not
made with the single-hearted aim of discovering the
truth ; rather they were commonly made under the bias
of an interest in establishing some normative doctrine;
the search for what is was clogged and misled at every
step by the desire to establish some preconceived view
as to what ought to be. When, then, psychology began
very slowly and gradually to assert its status as an inde-
pendent science, it found all that part of its province
which has the most immediate and important bearing
on the social sciences already occupied by the fragmentary
and misleading psychological assumptions of the workers
in these sciences ; and these workers naturally resented
all attempts of psychology to encroach upon the territory
they had learned to look upon as their own ; for such
attempts would have endangered their systems.

The psychologists, endeavouring to define their science
and to mark it off from other sciences, were thus led to
accept a too narrow view of its scope and methods and
applications. They were content for the most part to
define it as the science of consciousness, and to regard
introspection as its only method ; for the introspective
analysis and description of conscious states was a part